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Violence stuns South Shore
Eric Zorn

Teen smokers
should worry
about fines

S

colding teens about the dangers of smoking, clobbering
them with tobacco taxes and
shooing them outside with cleanair ordinances seem to have done
about all they can do to keep kids
from taking up the evil weed.
Data released last week by the
federal Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention showed that the
percentage of teens who smoke has
stopped dropping. It was 36 percent
in 1997, then fell to 22 percent in
2003, where it has more or less
remained.
So maybe it’s time to throw the
book at them.
The ticket book, I mean.
Write ’em up if they’re smoking
in public. Fine ’em. Tell their folks,
on the off chance they don’t know
and can do something to stop it.
This isn’t a new idea. PUP laws—
so named because they ban the
purchase, use and possession of
tobacco by minors—have been
around for decades. Chicago’s
dates to 1992 and calls for a $25 fine
for a first offense.
But many PUPs don’t have a
bark, much less a bite.
Chicago’s law, like many such
laws, “isn’t enforced on teens,” said
veteran anti-smoking activist Janet
Williams, co-chair of the Illinois
Coalition Against
Tobacco.
Which is fine
Write ’em with
Williams. She
said that most muup if
nicipalities do a
they’re
good job of policing
retailers who sell
smoking
cigarettes to minors
in public. and that her coalition opposes PUPs
because they simply
drive teen smokers indoors and
add a bit of outlaw glamour to the
habit.
“And they don’t change behavior,” she added.
Danny McGoldrick, vice president of research for the Campaign
for Tobacco-Free Kids in Washington, said his group doesn’t advocate PUPs either.
“There’s just not enough evidence that they work,” he said.
“Other policies and programs have
much better data supporting
them.”
But that may change.
Leonard Jason, a psychology
professor and director of community research at DePaul University,
said that just this week he is
putting the final touches on a seven-year study of such laws. He said
his research followed some 25,000
youths and stands to be by far the
most comprehensive look at this
idea to date.
What will it show? The conventions of academia prevent him
from revealing his results before
they are peer-reviewed and published, but “they’re really going to
help the debate in this area,” he
said. “The data are pretty supportive of what I’ve been saying.”
And what he has been saying is
that PUP laws have shown promise
when strictly enforced. Suburban
Woodridge, for example, “saw
smoking rates among 7th and 8th
graders decrease considerably
after two years of enforcement of
tobacco sales laws . . . along with
fining minors for tobacco possession,” he wrote in a 2003 journal
article. “Seven-year follow-up data
confirmed these reductions.”
That makes sense, said John
Banzhaf, executive director of
Washington-based Action on Smoking and Health. PUP laws “serve to
draw parents into the situation”
and give children an additional
reason to resist peer pressure.
“Treating cigarettes like we do
alcohol would go a long way”
toward discouraging teen smoking,
Banzhaf said. And if you stop a
teen from smoking, he said, the
odds are overwhelming that he’ll
never be a smoker.
Is that an important enough goal
that we ought to sic butt cops on
kids peacefully puffing away in
parks, on street corners or outside
shopping malls?
Sure. If this public health effort
is worth all the scolding, clobbering and shooing we’ve been trying,
it’s worth the book-tossing too.
They’ll thank us for it someday.
Is the fine idea a fine idea? Comment at chicagotribune.com/zorn

Residents of the usually quiet neighborhood worry
about their safety after a rash of shootings, killings
By Karl Stampfl
and Angela Rozas
TRIBUNE REPORTERS

A triple slaying in South Shore
late Sunday and a rash of recent violence has some residents ready to
leave their traditionally solid middle-class neighborhood.
“I’m moving as soon as my lease
is up in October,” said Joy Buckner,
who said she does not want her
teenage daughter to be outside even
during the day.
“It’s a shame. Young kids are getting jumped; they’re getting shot,”
Buckner said.
In the most recent violent incident, police found the bodies of Vanity Murff, 21, Lawrence Jackson, 27,
and a man family members identified as Corey Washington, 30, in an
apartment building in the 7800
block of South Kingston Avenue.
The three had been shot to death
and evidence found in the home

suggested that the murders were
drug- and gang-related, police said.
South Shore is an economically
diverse neighborhood with a long
history of community activism.
But in recent weeks, the neighborhood has had a spate of unrelated killings that has left residents
wary about leaving their homes.
Quentin Lesley, 22, said he was
hanging out earlier with the three
victims of Sunday’s shootings.
“This is one of the safest blocks,
but it’s still rough,” Lesley said.
Other blocks in the neighborhood have also been the location of
violence.
Earlier this month, Dorothy
Brown Taylor, 71, was sexually assaulted and strangled in her home
in the 7200 block of South Coles Avenue.
Police have charged a 25-year-old
man in her murder.
PLEASE SEE VIOLENCE » PAGE 4

June shootings alarm South Shore neighborhood
June 16:
7200 block of
South Coles
Avenue
Elderly woman
strangled.

June 25,
about 5 p.m.:
2100 block of
East 75th Street
Employee at TJ Gyro
and Sub shot and
wounded.

June 29,
about 4:35a.m.:
2900 block of
East 80th Place
Arson investigator shot.

June 29,
about 10 p.m.:
7800 block of
South Kingston
Avenue
Two men, one
woman fatally shot.
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Investigators in biohazard suits are washed off outside a Lake in the Hills home that was searched Monday for a toxin.

FBI: Fake doctor held in toxin sting
Lake in the Hills man
allegedly sought it online
By Jeff Long and Carolyn Starks
TRIBUNE REPORTERS

Federal authorities on Monday
charged a Lake in the Hills man
with possession of a pufferfish
toxin in an amount that one expert
said could kill almost 100 people.

Edward F. Bachner IV, 35, who allegedly posed as a doctor when ordering the poison known as tetrodotoxin, was arrested about 10:30 a.m.
Monday when he met an undercover federal agent who delivered
the toxin to him in Algonquin, officials said.
Bachner recently ordered 98
milligrams of the toxin, which is
usually used in research, from a
New Jersey chemical supply com-

pany, the FBI said. The amount is
less than one-one-hundredth of an
ounce.
“It’s an unusual amount,” said
FBI Special Agent Robert Holley,
head of the Chicago office’s counterterrorism Joint Terrorism Task
Force. “That’s a lot. It doesn’t take
much to kill.”
Authorities said Bachner posed

HOW TOXIN KILLS
Tetrodotoxin, a nerve toxin that
can be derived from pufferfish
and other marine life, can be
lethal even in small doses. One
milligram can kill if injected.
Eating a pufferfish can also be
lethal. Death usually occurs in
4 to 6 hours.

PLEASE SEE TOXIN » PAGE 5

Q&A

Jet’s emergency landing
requires fuel dump in lake
Chemical should degrade
in a week, experts say
By James Janega
and Tim De Chant
TRIBUNE REPORTERS

Tribune photo by Jim Prisching

Rescuing pets from floods, death
Mallorie Enk feeds some of the 30plus cats the no-kill Animal House
Shelter has received recently. The
Huntley facility and about 50 other
no-kill shelters in Illinois are tak-

ing in pets from Midwest flood
zones. “So many are getting
euthanized,” said Sally Matay,
president of Illinois Animal Rescue. PAGE 4

A Japan-bound commercial airliner landed safely at O’Hare International Airport Monday afternoon after one of its engines malfunctioned over the northwest suburbs—but not before it had to
dump about 4 percent of its total
fuel load over Lake Michigan in order to land.
The right engine on the All Nippon Airways Boeing 777-300ER became inoperable from “metal fatigue” as it climbed over Mt. Prospect about 11:30 a.m., said Elizabeth Isham Cory, a spokeswoman
for the Federal Aviation Administration. Earlier, it was thought the
engine “may have ingested some
birds,” she said. The exact cause
was under investigation and may
take weeks to determine.
To make the half-million-pound
jetliner, which carried 189 passen-

gers, light enough to land safely,
the pilot swung over the lake and
dumped about 1,450 gallons of jet
fuel. Only a miniscule portion of
that made it to the water, which officials said remains safe for drinking and swimming. But the move
did spark monitoring by Chicago
water quality managers and beach
officials.
Q: Why did the plane dump fuel?
A: Long-haul airliners always
take off with more weight than
they are designed to safely land
with, and the most readily available source of expendable ballast
weight is in the fuel tanks.
Q: Did the pilot dump all of the
plane’s fuel? And why in the lake?
A: No. The Boeing 777-300ER
(The “-ER” stands for “extended
range”) can travel 9,100 miles
thanks to a fuel tank that hauls up
to 47,890 gallons of jet fuel. The
flight to Japan Monday took off
with 34,400 gallons, the airline
said.
PLEASE SEE FUEL » PAGE 4
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Flooding takes a toll on pets, shelters
No-kill facilities form
Midwest rescue plan
By Carolyn Starks
and Vikki Ortiz
TRIBUNE REPORTERS

Lesley
Irwin
scrolls
through 200 pitiable e-mails a
day to pick out the lucky dogs
and cats she can keep in her
Huntley pet shelter, then anguishes over the many she
has to turn away.
“Every day I’m trying to
balance out the good with the
bad,” Irwin said Monday.
Her Animal House Shelter
is one of roughly 50 no-kill
shelters in Illinois that are
taking in scores of pets from
Midwest flood zones. In most
cases, their owners lost
homes in the high water and
can no longer afford to care
for their animals, dropping
them off at already overcrowded shelters that euthanize.
The demand for new
homes for these four-footed
refugees has mobilized a network of dozens of volunteers,
who are transporting them
in relays to no-kill shelters,
most of them in the Chicago
area.
“So many are getting
euthanized that don’t make it
out,” said Sally Matay, president of Illinois Animal Rescue, who said she is receiving
up to 1,000 e-mails a day from
people seeking shelters for
the pets.
For weeks now, there has
been growing pressure to

rescue animals from facilities that are either flooded or
overcrowded because of water-logged
communities
nearby.
Matay, who started a rescue pipeline last year, is a
middleman, connecting animals scheduled to be euthanized with no-kill shelters. Every Tuesday, volunteers pick
up animals from pounds in
southern Illinois, Iowa and
Indiana—areas all hard hit
by the recent floods—and
transport them in cargo vans
to Tinley Park and Joliet,
where another van in the relay takes over.
“A lot of people had dogs
tied up in their backyards, so
when the yards flooded, they
lost their homes,” said Julie
Falkenberry, vice president
of the Perry County Humane
Society. “Their owners either untie them when the
yard floods or hand them
over to the pound for lack of a
better place to put them.”
Sally Westerhoff, executive director of the Quincy
Humane Society, sent an email to Chicago-area animal
shelters last week asking for
help. Her shelter is filled to
capacity as it cares for 20 animals that belong to flood victims and another 22 from the
nearby shelter in Missouri’s
Pike County that was overwhelmed.
“There have been people
who have come in [to give up
their pets] and I’ve said,
‘We’re in the middle of a disaster here. There all these
people who have lost their

homes and can’t take care of
their pets, so you’re going to
have to hold on to yours a little bit longer,’ ” she said.
Westerhoff said two of the
dogs—a black Lab mix and
an American Eskimo—were
left chained in a backyard as
a family drove away when
their home was evacuated.
Many of the dogs, Irwin
said, arrive infested with
ticks, mange and heartworm.
Buster, a large yellow dog
that looks like a cross between a Labrador and golden
retriever, arrived Sunday at
Irwin’s shelter with red
sores on the tips of his ears.
Fly bites are common, she
said.
“We are getting the ones no
longer wanted by their owners, or there are no other options for their owners,” said
Cindy Ritter, general manager for the Huntley shelter.
“It’s really difficult because
you want to rescue every one
of them.”
The shelter can house 150
to 200 dogs and about 50 to 75
cats. It currently has 70 dogs
from flooded areas with
about 60 more scheduled to
arrive this week.
Publicity about the animals’ plight brought a record
45 adoptions over the weekend, she said.
Officials at no-kill shelters
hope that by rescuing dogs
before they get sick, they can
save the animals from being
euthanized.
On Wednesday, volunteers
from PAWS Chicago will
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FAA policy requires the
fuel to be dumped in the nearest unpopulated area, which
in Chicago’s case is Lake
Michigan.
Q: Does it happen often?
A: Not really. Pilots only
need to dump fuel if they are
forced to land shortly after
takeoff and haven’t had time
to burn off the fuel in flight.
Q: How much of the
dumped fuel landed in the
lake?
A: About 2 percent or less,
based on studies by the Air
Force, the FAA and environmental watchdogs. When fuel
is dumped above 5,000 feet, in
temperatures above freezing,
about 98 percent of it can be
expected to evaporate before
hitting the ground, Isham Cory said. In this case, that
would leave about 32 gallons,
all of it in widely dispersed
fuel droplets.

Tribune photo by Jim Prisching

Angie Mourokas plays with a dog at the Animal House Shelter in Huntley. It has taken in 70 dogs and expects 60 more.

head to Cedar Rapids, Iowa,
to pick up 9 to 12 dogs abandoned during the recent
flooding, said Paula Fasseas,
founder and chairwoman of
the no-kill organization.
The animals had to wait
out a mandatory window of
time in case their owners
came back to claim them. But

no one did, Fasseas said.
“The saddest part is that
these people have left their
homes and they’re devastated,” she said. “They’d like to
see [the pets] get a good
home.”
cstarks@tribune.com
vortiz@tribune.com

‘It’s a shame. Young kids are getting jumped; they’re getting shot.’
—South Shore resident Joy Buckner

Q: What happens to it then?
A: The small amount of fuel
that settles across the water
likely will disappear by the
end of the week. Several processes break down the fuel, including sunlight, wind and
bacteria that consume the
chemicals, said April Markiewicz, associate director of
the Institute of Environmental Toxicology at Western
Washington University in
Bellingham, Wash. From
there, it serves as food for certain bacteria, Markiewicz
said.
Already present in the
Great Lakes, the bacteria necessary to biodegrade the jet
fuel will reproduce rapidly in
the spill area. (In the absence
of a fuel spill, the bacteria
normally feed on naturally
occurring
hydrocarbons
such as those in pine trees.)
Q: Is anyone keeping an eye
on fuel in the lake, just in
case?
A: The Chicago Park District and city Department of
Water Management are both
monitoring the lake for possible aftereffects, and for different reasons. Water management officials want to be
sure none of the fuel (it is lighter than water) finds its way
into municipal water intake
lines that supply drinking
water to Chicago and 126 suburbs. The Park District wants
to ensure none of it builds up
on Chicago’s beaches.
jjanega@tribune.com
tmdechant@tribune.com

Trial opens
in slaying
of toddler
By Azam Ahmed
TRIBUNE REPORTER

Tribune photo by Tom Van Dyke

Monique McCambry, 16, (from left) reacts as she sees blood on the sidewalk on Kingston Avenue with friends Sophia Ivory, 18, and Brittany Robinson, 21.
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Also this month, a sandwich shop worker was shot
and wounded in a robbery in
the 2100 block of East 75th
Street and, on Saturday, an
on-duty firefighter was shot
and wounded while investigating a fire in the 2900 block
of East 80th Street in nearby
South Chicago.
About 10 aggravated batteries with handguns were
reported over two weeks in
June in the area near the
shooting Sunday, according
to Chicago police data.
Police said the recent violence is not related.
Ald. Sandi Jackson (7th),
in whose ward the triple slaying occurred, said on Monday, “Enough is enough.”
“I’m simply devastated by
the rash of violence in our
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community,” Jackson said in
a statement. “I’m working
closely with the police commanders to address these
problems.”
Jackson also decried the
recent Supreme Court decision that could affect Chicago’s gun ban.
“It’s going to take police,
lawmakers and community
members standing together,
saying this not the future we
want for our children,” she
said.
Chicago police spokeswoman Monique Bond said
that although the recent incidents in South Shore are unrelated, police have seen
some gang and drug-related
activity in the area that is fueling violence.
Police are using gang task
forces and proactive policing, trying to anticipate
where the next gang-related

incidents may happen, she
said. But even that work may
not deter apparently targeted homicides like Sunday’s.
“What we’re trying to do is
have a lot of intelligencebased policing there,” she
said.
“But it’s difficult to do that
on the inside [of homes].
Which is why we need the
community’s help. If they
know about drug houses or
drug activity, they should report it to police,” she said.
Nobody was in custody
Monday, and police urged
people in the community
who have information to
come forward.
On the streets near where
the three were shot, residents said they have also
seen an increase in shootings
in what they said is a drug
war between two gangs fight-

ing over territory in southeast South Shore.
Friends of the deceased
constructed a memorial outside of the apartment building Monday.
Deyata Douglas, who lived
with victim Washington in
the 7900 block of South Colfax Avenue, said he had left
their house about two hours
before the shooting.
“He liked to rap,” Douglas
said. “He recorded a lot of
music on his computer. He’s
a cool guy, fun to be with.”
Jackson’s brother, Rickey
Braston, said Jackson did
not have any enemies.
“Everybody loved him and
he loved everybody,” said
Braston, 18. “He had no trouble with anybody.”
Murff, who lived in the 300
block of South Central Avenue with her grandmother,
had started school at Everest

College a week before the
shooting, family and friends
said.
Vanity “never had a mean
streak in her,” said her
grandmother, Cleora Murff.
“She was never fighting. She
was fleeing from whatever
was chasing her.”
Murff said she hoped the
neighborhood’s law-abiding
residents and the police will
be able to reclaim the streets.
“I just want them caught. If
they kill those three, who’s to
say they won’t kill three,
four, even five more?” Murff
said.
“I give you the responsibility of my granddaughter’s
death if you don’t stand up
and say something.”
kstampfl@tribune.com
arozas@tribune.com

‘Ragtime’ production finds a new home in Wilmette
A production of the musical “Ragtime” canceled last
week by the Wilmette Park
District because the play
used racially offensive dialogue has found a new home.
Sam Samuelson, co-owner
of the Wilmette Theatre, offered to host the production.
Park District Executive

Director Tom Grisamore
quashed the play last week
after learning June 12 that it
contained multiple uses of
the “N-word” as well as derogatory terms for other ethnic groups.
The show going on was
welcome news to the 40 volunteer actors who spent six

weeks rehearsing for the
play, which was set to open
July 10 in the Wallace Bowl
outdoor theater at Gillson
Park. The play is based on
the E.L. Doctorow novel.
“It’s a testament to the
wonderful theatrical community in the Chicagoland
area,” director Ty Perry

said. “There have been
floods of support from many
theaters, offering us a
home.”
Performances are scheduled for 8 p.m. July 10 and
July 11 at Wilmette Theatre,
1122 Central Ave. Tickets
will be $5 with all proceeds
going to charity, Perry said.

A teenage girl who ran
away from home after allegedly strangling her 3-year-old
brother at first claimed that
kidnappers forced her to kill
him, according to testimony
Monday as her trial opened.
Yesenia Diaz, now 21, barely lifted her head as she wept
as witnesses recounted that
she had also told police that
she smothered her brother to
quiet his crying.
Diaz is charged with firstdegree murder in the March
2005 death of her brother Ricardo and faces up to 60 years
in prison if she is convicted in
the bench trial before Circuit
Judge Stanley Sacks.
In testimony Monday, witnesses said they saw Diaz
wandering around miles
from her Pilsen home, poorly
clothed and looking helpless,
in the two days following her
brother’s death. She speaks
almost no English.
Two days after the killing,
Diaz turned up at Central
Park School in Midlothian,
testified Laura Nowak, a
health services coordinator
there who was called to the office to help translate for Diaz.
Diaz, who was shoeless, freezing cold and covered in
leaves, said she had been abducted by two men who broke
into her home, Nowak said.
Diaz said the men forced
her to kill her brother, place
the body in bags and dump it,
Nowak said. She said she had
just been dropped off by her
kidnappers, Nowak testified.
The body was found
wrapped in three white trash
bags inside a trash bin down
the street from the family
home. A 1-year-old brother
was found safely in the home.
Diaz’s parents, who speak
no English, sat alone in the
courtroom.

