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‘They were trying to
survive. But I had also
to survive because I
was getting snow blind.’

TEMPO

BEIJING 2008

Olympic water colors

—Dutch mountaineer Wilco van
Rooijen, who was climbing K2
when an avalanche struck

Global eye
to be kept
on abusers
State law bolsters
protection orders,
lets GPS tracking
alert victims, cops

AP photo

Wilco van Rooijen, who suffered frostbitten toes, recuperates Monday in Pakistan.

By Liam Ford

For K2
climbers,
‘hell’ was
up there

TRIBUNE REPORTER

When Cindy Bischof died at
the hands of an ex-boyfriend
who had twice violated her
orders of protection against
him, her family channeled
their grief into an immediate
and compelling plea to
change state law.
On Monday in Chicago,
only five months after Bischof’s killing, Gov. Rod Blagojevich signed a measure to
create a new early-warning
system by allowing satellite
tracking of people who violate orders of protection.
Prosecutros and opponents
of domestic violence say the
Cindy Bischof Law will add
teeth to the orders, which
some deride as mere pieces of
paper ineffective in protecting people from stalkers or
abusers. Bischof was among
at least four women in the
Chicago area killed this year
by men with orders of protection against them.
The new law includes funding to pay for a portion of the
costs, in the form of a new

Survival tales emerge
after mountain likely
claimed 11 lives
By Stephen Graham
ASSOCIATED PRESS

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan —
Blinded by the glare off the
snow and ice, attempting a
perilous descent down K2 to
save his life, the Dutch mountaineer came upon three Korean climbers.
One sat dazed in the snow.
Another held a rope. The
third was suspended at the
other end, hanging upside
down.
“They were trying to survive,” the Dutch mountaineer, Wilco van Rooijen, recalled Monday, “but I had also
to survive because I was getting snow-blind.” He said he
offered help, but they declined, believing help was already on the way.
Speaking by phone with
The Associated Press from a
military hospital where he
was being treated for frostbitten toes, van Rooijen provided a gripping account of
his ordeal on K2 before he and
another Dutch climber were
plucked to safety Monday.
At least 11 people were presumed dead after an avalanche on K2, the world’s second-highest mountain. An
Italian who was also stranded
made his way down the slope
with a rescue team after telling a colleague, “I am surely
not going to give up now.”
The Tourism Ministry said
the 11 believed dead in one of
mountaineering’s worst disasters included three South
Koreans, two Nepalis, two Pakistanis and mountaineers
from France, Ireland, Serbia
and Norway. It was not clear
whether the three Koreans
were the same described by
PLEASE SEE AVALANCHE » PAGE 8

‘Veepstakes’ keeps
Obama staff busy
New staff members at the
Illinois Democrat’s presidential campaign headquarters are scrambling to
prepare for his vice presidential pick, even though
they don’t know who it will
be. PAGE 4

WEATHER
Scattered showers.
High 86, low 65.
METRO, BACK PAGE
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Diving in: Erick Fornaris and Jose Anto-

Shocking attack in China: Just days from

nio Guerra Oliva (above), synchronized

the start of the Games, two men allegedly

divers from Cuba, practice Monday at the

rammed a truck and hurled explosives at

National Aquatics Center in Beijing.

jogging policemen in China’s restive far

Tribune photo by Charles Osgood

Barbara Bischof applauds
the governor’s signing of the
Cindy Bischof Law, named
for her slain daughter.

2,600
Estimated number of
people charged in Cook
County each year with
violating orders of protection. Less than half of
those are convicted.

$200 fine against violators.
But the bulk of the costs will
fall to county probation offices around the state that
will be responsible for adopting the new technology during a time of tight budgets.
Bischof had asked that exboyfriend Michael Giroux be
put on GPS monitoring after
he was released from serving
PLEASE SEE BISCHOF » PAGE 8

Garden is lab for
‘citizen scientists’

Rower extraordinaire: Olympics just part

west, killing 16. The attack underscored

An army of local gardeners is tracking the
impact of climate change on backyard flora

of an incredible journey for Wilmette’s

that with security focused on Beijing, out-

By Tim De Chant

Jamie Schroeder, a U.S. rower. SPORTS

lying areas make tempting targets. PAGE 6
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ATHENS 2004 REVISITED

Testament to progress
atrophies after Games
Athens Olympic venues suffer from lack of long-range planning.
Chicago should take note, the Tribune’s Philip Hersh writes.
ATHENS — The large
open area surrounding the
major cluster of this city’s
Olympic venues remains as
unpleasantly barren as it
was during the 17 days of
the 2004 Summer Games.
It is sun-baked, windswept and dusty, with patches of dying scrub foliage
poking through the gravel.
The atmosphere discourages a visitor who might
want to enjoy walking or
picnicking or kicking a soccer ball near the architectural glory of Greece’s 2004
Olympics, the breathtaking
roof with which renowned
Spanish architect Santiago
Calatrava turned the main
stadium into an iconic landmark for contemporary
Athens.
The
2004
Olympics
helped thrust Athens into
the 21st Century, creating a
transportation infrastructure, a can-do attitude and
economic stimuli critical to
a modern city. That made
the scene at the Olympic
Athletic Center of Athens,
or OAKA, more jarring.

When Tom Koulentes is not
advising students at Highland Park High School or
chasing after his own kids, he
spends time behind his small
Des Plaines home researching climate change.
Koulentes is recording his
garden’s natural history,
from the weigela’s first leaf to
the butterfly bush’s last
bloom, for Project BudBurst,
a new nationwide research
program based on the observations of ordinary people.
He is looking for local signs
like an early bloom or a latefalling leaf that stem from
planetwide changes.
Only a handful of research-

Study: Kids meals
pack on calories

Getty file photo by Milos Bicanski

The tae kwon do stadium, like many other venues from
the 2004 Athens Olympics, stands dormant. Long-range
planning was not a high priority leading up to the Games.

Throughout OAKA, it
seems the clock stopped after the Closing Ceremony.
Four-year-old cardboard
signage at the velodrome
identifying Olympic usage
of locations still was in
place, even if it seems out of
place now.
No major events have
been held at the pool complex since 2004, and the lack

of effective maintenance
was obvious: Tiles were
missing on the deck, and
rust stains in the pool
showed the signs of slow decay. A crew was trying to remove accumulated grime
from the diving well.
In the main stadium, permanent home field for the
PLEASE SEE ATHENS » PAGE 9

A report from the Center for
Science in the Public Interest found that most of the
menu offerings aimed at
children at 13 restaurant
chains were laden with calories — in some cases, a kids
meal contained more than
1,000 calories. The recommended calorie-per-meal
count? 430. PAGE 3

ers study plants to chronicle
global warming, but millions
of gardeners quietly keep
watch on their plants. BudBurst seeks to tap that potential, asking “citizen scientists” to monitor plants alongside trained scholars.
“If just scientists were
working on this, there’s no
way we could obtain a data set
of this size,” said Kay Havens,
director of plant science and
conservation at the Chicago
Botanic Garden, and one of
the project’s organizers.
Participants in BudBurst
monitor one or more plants,
native
or
non-native,
throughout the growing season. Along the way, they
PLEASE SEE BUDBURST » PAGE 8

1,020
calories
400
calories

Chili’s
Country-fried
chicken
crispers,
cinnamon
apples and
chocolate milk

Subway
Roast beef
mini-sub,
juice box
and yogurt

SOURCE: Center for Science in the
Public Interest
TRIBUNE GRAPHIC

Berwyn cops linked to bogus diplomas
Five current or former Berwyn police officers and a Chicago
Public Schools instructor are among the people suspected of
buying phony academic degrees from a diploma mill. METRO
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» BISCHOF
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

jail time for violating her order of protection, but the
judge in the case did not have
it as an option. Her brother,
Michael Bischof, who spearheaded the effort to get the
legislation passed, said she
could have been warned that
Giroux was approaching.
Giroux, 60, shot Bischof, 43,
of Arlington Heights, outside
her Elmhurst office on March
7. He then killed himself.
“She walked out of her
work into a parking lot and
was gunned down. She would
have been notified in advance, knowing that he was
in the area,” Michael Bischof
said at the bill signing ceremony at the Uptown office of
the Jane Addams Hull House
Association.
Currently, judges often set
exclusion areas around victims’ homes and workplaces
that someone under an order
of protection may not legally
enter. But violations can be
hard to prove in court and attacks often happen before authorities can respond.
GPS satellite devices will
allow authorities to monitor
whether someone enters
those excluded zones and
automatically alert authorities as well as victims.
The tracking will give prosecutors new proof of a violation.
The law, which begins Jan.
1, allows judges to order GPS
tracking for people accused of
violating protection orders
who are let out on bail and determined to be at high risk for
violence. It also allows judges
to put a convicted violator on
a GPS ankle bracelet.
Another provision makes
failure to attend a court-ordered intervention program
a criminal offense, which
could also trigger a GPS order.
The prosecutor who tried to
protect Bischof called the
measure “a powerful tool that
will help us in the future protect our victims.”
Cook County Assistant
State’s Atty. Ketki Steffan
said that with so many wom-

Tribune photo by Charles Osgood

Gov. Rod Blagojevich signs the Cindy Bischof Law in the presence of her parents, Barbara and Frank, and their daughter’s photo on Monday in Chicago.

en caught in situations in
which they are trying to stop
men from violating orders of
protection, she can think of
“at least 10 different ways
that this legislation will help
me.”
The American Civil Liberties Union doesn’t have a
problem with the measure,
but some fathers’ rights advocates
have
questioned
whether it should be legal to
require tracking of people
who have not been convicted.
The state already tracks paroled sex offenders who are
considered sexual predators,
and currently 300 people are
being monitored at a cost of
about $550,000 a year, or $9.30

a day per parolee, by a private
company at a monitoring center in Aurora.
“We think that it is a deterrent and a better way to monitor what we feel are high-risk
parolees,”
said
Derek
Schnapp, a spokesman for the
Illinois Department of Corrections, which also would
monitor domestic violence
parolees.
Although state officials
have not estimated what the
total cost for monitoring order violators might be—most
of those on GPS tracking will
likely be monitoring by
county probation offices—
the corrections department
expects to spend about $6 mil-

lion over 10 years imprisoning and monitoring those
who violate protection orders, said Blagojevich spokeswoman Katie Ridgway.
About 2,600 people are
charged in Cook County each
year with violating orders of
protection. Less than half of
those charged are convicted.
Statewide numbers are unavailable.
Massachusetts, the first
state to monitor domestic
abusers statewide, had about
150 people on monitoring earlier this year.
Blagojevich and Rep. Dennis Reboletti (R-Elmhurst),
both former prosecutors, recalled trying cases in which

» BUDBURST

Tribune photo by Charles Cherney

Tom Koulentes of Des Plaines, tending a butterfly bush, is one of an army of amateur gardeners tracking plants for possible changes weather may have on local flora.

of easily identifiable plants
common in the United States.
Eager to help, Garrison
bought and planted yarrows,
lilacs, trout lilies and jack-inthe-pulpits.
Researchers who study
phenology—the timing of
events like flowering and
seed-setting—are
thankful
for the assistance.
“I am one person who can
make phenological observations in one tiny portion in
central Illinois,” Carol Augspurger said. “I have no idea
how these same species re-

spond over a broad geographic range.”
While BudBurst is new to
the U.S., many European
countries have been monitoring plants’ annual life cycles
for years. The United Kingdom’s 10-year-old Nature’s
Calendar program, which
boasts 50,000 participants
and almost 2 million records,
helped scientists discover
that Britons start mowing
their lawns almost two weeks
earlier than they did in 1984.
Researchers in the U.S.
have also witnessed some sur-

K2 elevation:
28,250 feet
At least 11 killed
in avalanche

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Islamabad

prising changes. Justin Borevitz, an assistant professor of
ecology and evolution at the
University of Chicago, found
wild mustard plants north of
Madison, Wis., sprouting during a January warm spell last
year.
“That usually doesn’t happen unless it’s the southern
varieties around North Carolina or Tennessee,” he said.
In Lombard, the annual Lilac Festival now takes place
about two days earlier than it
did 20 years ago to keep in
step with the blooms, said

scene of many accidents and
deaths before, but not all
climbers agree that fixed
ropes are needed to negotiate
those sections. If an avalanche hits, there’s little anyone can do.

Clouds complicate climb
CHINA
Mt. Everest
elevation:
29,035 feet

INDIA
NEPAL

Pressing on
Van Rooijen said several expeditions had waited through
July for good weather to scale
the 28,250-foot peak and decided to go for the summit
when winds dropped on Friday. As many as 30 climbers
set off.
The first setback was when
the climbers had to reposition fixed ropes that an advance party had mislaid
across a treacherous gully
1,150 feet below the summit,
he said.
“We were astonished,” van

lford@tribune.com

To help research climate change from your backyard, log on
to BudBurst’s Web site, www.windows.ucar.edu/citizen_sci
ence/budburst/index.html.
■ Decide what plants you want to track. They can be anything from native wildflowers to pesky dandelions invading
your lawn.
■ Decide which phases you will observe. BudBurst recommends six phases: first leaf, full leaf, first flower, full flower,
last flowers, and seed or fruit dispersal.
■ Start watching the plants before the leaves or flowers
emerge.
■ When a plant enters one of the six phases, record the
date.
■ Report your observations on the Web site, including notes
on the plants’ surroundings.

» AVALANCHE
van Rooijen.
K2, which straddles Pakistan and China in the Karakoram range, is regarded by
mountaineers as far more
challenging than Mt. Everest,
the world’s highest peak. K2’s
knife-edge ridges and icy
slopes are steeper and prone
to both avalanches and sudden and severe storms.

with Bischof this week.
The Bischof family has set
up a foundation in Cindy Bischof’s memory to continue
their efforts, which could include legislation making it
easier for women to leave
their abusers without suffering financial hardship.
“That inability to operate
on your own, from a financial
standpoint, from a self-esteem standpoint, is critical,”
and often forces women to
stay in abusive relationships,
Bischof said.

How to get involved

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

record and report the dates of
events such as the first flower
or first seed. Like many citizen science programs, BudBurst is modeled after the Audubon Christmas bird count,
an annual volunteer effort
that has provided ornithologists with a century’s worth
of data.
Though some plant experts
already have noticed certain
species popping up unseasonably early, gardeners may be
ideal for observing the subtle
waxing of summers or waning of winters. They fill their
plots with plants best suited
to the weather, so for many, responding to climate change is
simply a matter of common
sense.
“There’s something about
being in the dirt that puts
things in perspective,” said
Gina Garrison of Forest Park,
who plans to monitor plants
for BudBurst next spring.
“Since planting my garden,
I’ve looked into climate
change more, looked into
what would happen.”
With her suburban garden
only in its second year, Garrison has not noticed any significant changes, yet. A transplant from Tennessee, she relishes the prospect of growing
southern varietals in her
backyard thanks to warmer
temperatures but is concerned by what the change
could mean outside her fence.
Though BudBurst participants can monitor any species, the Web site offers a list

women complained about
how often their abusers were
violating protection orders.
“I have had cases where
people violate an order of protection as soon as they get out
of the courthouse, and make
phone calls, and make text
messages,” said Reboletti, a
sponsor of the act. “I’ve had it
where they’ve been standing
in the courthouse and they
were doing it.”
Michael Bischof said he intends to work with state leaders for further legislative initiatives on domestic violence,
including education of high
schoolers on how to avoid
abusive relationships. Blagojevich said he would meet

New Delhi

Katmandu

200 MILES

SOURCES: ESRI, NASA

Rooijen told the AP. “We had
to move it. That took of
course, many, many hours.
Some turned back because
they didn’t trust it any more.”
Still, many pressed on, he
said. They reached the summit only shortly before dark.
In the rush to get down,
groups including his own
drifted apart.

TRIBUNE GRAPHIC

As many as 10 of the fastest
climbers were back in the
steep gully, known as the
Bottleneck, when a huge
chunk of ice crashed down
from above, sending a Norwegian and two Nepali Sherpas
to their deaths.
The famed Bottleneck and a
tricky section of ice known as
the Traverse have been the

Van Rooijen, among the
stragglers, said he spent the
night huddled in the snow
with Gerard McDonnell, an
Irishman, and Marco Confortola, the Italian who was making his way down the slope
Monday.
By the morning, clouds
made it almost impossible for
the climbers to locate each
other or see their way. Van
Rooijen, 40, left the other two
and picked his way through
the gully.
He said others suffered fatal falls in a similar attempt.
The Pakistani government
did not give details of how the
11 climbers had perished.
McDonnell, who had taken
shelter with van Rooijen at
the Bottleneck, was among

Jackie Brzezinski, program
manager for the Lombard
Park District.
Early flowering is just one
symptom of what Colorado
environmentalist Amory Lovins calls “global weirding.”
When weather patterns don’t
match the season, it disrupts
plants’ natural rhythms, like
having someone set your
alarm clock differently every
morning.
Changes in phenology also
disrupt the important relationships between plants
and animals, such as pollination. Some bees and butterflies feed on flower nectar at a
certain time, and missed connections could starve the insects and leave flowers unfertilized, said David Inouye,
professor of biology at the
University of Maryland.
Late frosts damage earlyblooming oak flowers, ruining acorns and starving animals that depend on the nuts.

those believed dead. The 37year-old was the first Irish
person to reach K2’s peak.
Confortola was in satellite
phone contact and climbing
down
despite
frostbite,
helped by a team from a base
camp. Shahzad Qaiser, a top
ministry official, said another helicopter rescue of Confortola would be attempted
Tuesday morning, weather
permitting.
The Italian had reached a
camp at 19,000 feet by Monday
evening and was eating and
getting oxygen, a guide at
base camp told Italy’s SKY
TG24 TV. Italy’s ANSA news
agency reported that he had
spoken to his brother Luigi
on the phone.
“Up there it was hell,” the
Italian mountaineer was
quoted as telling his brother.
“My hands are fine, while my
feet are black from frostbite.
Anyway I can walk and I want
to descend to the base camp.”
Agostino Da Polenza of Everest-K2-CNR, an Italy-based
high-altitude scientific re-

Hotter, drier summers may
stunt the growth of native varieties of switchgrass, a proposed ethanol source.
Concerned about the impact of climate change, Koulentes, an assistant principal,
not only joined BudBurst
himself but recruited participants from his school’s environmental club. Ten submitted observations last year,
and he expects that number to
increase.
The students may not share
Koulentes’ passion for trimming and weeding, but they
do share his environmental
sentiments. “Our kids are 15.
They’re not gardening yet,”
he said. “But they are into
global warming.”
“The kids feel inspired to
do this,” Koulentes said.
“They know it’s being used
for a higher purpose than just
their science class.”
tdechant@tribune.com

Deadly peak
The toll at K2 was its
highest from a single
incident since at least
1995, when seven climbers perished after being
caught in a fierce storm.
The deadliest event on
world’s-highest Mt. Everest—detailed in the bestselling book “Into Thin
Air”—killed eight people in
1996.
SOURCES: AP, Tribune reports

search group, also spoke to
Confortola on Monday and
quoted him as saying: “I never gave up in my life, I am
surely not going to give up
now.”
By the time van Rooijen
stumbled into camp Sunday,
where rescuers were waiting
with tents, food and water, he
said he was delirious. He was
flown to safety Monday morning in a Pakistan army-operated helicopter with fellow
Dutchman Cas Van de Gevel.

