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I
t’s long seemed to me that hu-
mility is the appropriate re-
sponse to the vastness of the

universe and the wonders and
horrors of life on Earth. 

And I’m glad to learn this week
that I seem to have a lot of com-
pany.

In reading the results of the Pew
Forum on Religion & Public Life’s
poll of American religious beliefs
and practices, the number that
jumped out at me was 70. That’s the
percentage of adults affiliated with
a faith tradition who said they
agree with the statement, “Many
religions can lead to eternal life.”

This includes 79 percent of Ca-
tholics, 82 percent of Jews and 83
percent of those who attend “main-
line” Protestant churches.

And of course it doesn’t include
the 16 percent of those polled who
reported not being affiliated with
any religion.

It all adds up to whopping proof
of the existence of what I’m calling
the Humble Majority—the roughly
three-quarters of us who feel that,

at some point, the
great riddles of life
are, in fact, riddles. 

The Humble Ma-
jority is a spiritually
diverse crowd, to say
the least. But the poll
indicates those peo-
ple share a common
view that no single
religion or philo-
sophical system has
a monopoly on the

Absolute Truth.
Not to say that Humble Majori-

tarians are necessarily doubters. 
Sixty percent of respondents to

the poll expressed a belief in a
“personal God” (another 25 percent
said they subscribed to the idea of
God as an “impersonal force.”) And
the theme that emerges consis-
tently in the 272-page report from
Pew is that faith is very important
to most Americans.

But faith is not equivalent to
dogmatism. 

Members of the Humble Majority
say to those of differing beliefs,
“I’ve got my views and they work
for me but, hey, you might be right.
Smart people of goodwill can differ
on such things.”

These are words of peace.
They reflect a humility that leads

to tolerance, understanding and
attitudes that promote true free-
dom of conscience in a multicultur-
al world.

Certitude, in contrast, often
leads to intolerance, friction, op-
pression, and, in the case of ex-
tremists and zealots (who are de-
fined by how sure they are that
they’re right), violence.

Those who are certain that God
loathes the hell-bound heretics who
don’t practice the One Correct
Faith have, throughout history,
cheerfully, even self-righteously,
slaughtered them. 

The 9/11 attacks come to mind.
The root cause of those and similar
terrorist acts was not Islam, but
the certitude of some fringe adher-
ents that the murder of infidels is
pleasing to the almighty. 

And, yes, I know, rock-solid
Christians don’t do this. At least
not in significant number, at least
not recently. 

But, inevitably, the belief that
only you and your co-religionists
understand God’s wishes tends to
polarize people into us and them;
the good and the wicked. 

Ancient religious texts often
encourage this sort of polarization.
They declare, they don’t shrug.
They assert, they don’t equivocate.

Yet the United States, a very
religious nation by world stand-
ards, is not polarized by faith. We
have our political squabbles now
and then over such issues as mo-
ments of silence in public schools,
but nothing like the sectarian
bloodshed common throughout
history and around the globe.

How can this be? How can 92
percent of Americans believe in
such various and contradictory
ways in something they call “God,”
but still live, work and play side by
side in comparative harmony?

Because the Humble Majority
would have it no other way.

Comment on this column and link
to the complete poll results at 
chicagotribune.com/zorn

Eric Zorn

A majority
places faith in 
one another

‘I’ve got
my views
. . . but,
hey, you
might be
right.’

By Jon Hilkevitch
TRIBUNE REPORTER

Managers at an FAA radar facil-
ity handling flights into and out of
Chicago’s airports are under inves-
tigation over allegations they cov-
ered up air-traffic control errors,
authorities said Wednesday.

The U.S. Department of Trans-

portation’s inspector general’s of-
fice confirmed the probe focuses on
if supervisors at the Federal Avia-
tion Administration radar facility
in Elgin underreported air-safety
violations by controllers. Investiga-
tors are looking into whether the
controller errors were instead
blamed on pilots or simply ignored,
officials said.

The controller errors under in-
vestigation involved failures to pre-
cisely maintain the required spac-
ing between airplanes taking off or
landing at O’Hare International
Airport, Midway Airport and
smaller area airports.

“We are still doing field work as
part of an ongoing audit of the
FAA’s process for investigating and
reporting operational errors,” said
Madeline Chulumovich, spokes-
woman for the transportation de-
partment’s inspector general.

She confirmed an investigation

at the Elgin radar facility was
under way and that several other
FAA facilities across the country
would also be checked out, but she
declined to release preliminary
findings. The probe began in Texas.

Controller sources at the Elgin fa-
cility downplayed the seriousness
of the air-traffic infractions alleg-
edly covered up, but it’s too early to
know where the investigation
might lead. 

Independent aviation-safety ex-

Air-control coverup alleged
Elgin site managers part of wider probe
of underreported errors at FAA locations
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By Lolly Bowean
TRIBUNE REPORTER 

For most of his life, John Stovall
remodeled houses, supported his
wife and raised five children on the
West Side.

But after decades of stability, Sto-
vall began struggling with alcohol-
ism, lost his job and his family and
wound up homeless at 61.

“It’s a tragedy to lose where you
are at,” he said. “You know you are
not going to have a place to stay. You

don’t know where your next meal
will come from.”

Stovall’s story is like that of hun-
dreds of older residents in the Chi-
cago region who end up homeless
because they are too old and ill-
equipped to find stable work and
too young to qualify for senior citi-
zens benefits, experts say.

The number of homeless people
over 50 is steadily increasing and
causing new challenges for agen-
cies that serve the population, ac-
cording to a report to be released
Thursday.

From 2001 to 2006 there was a 26
percent increase in older residents
seeking help from social agencies

in the Chicago region, the report
said. 

The study, conducted by the Chi-
cago Alliance to End Homelessness
with Loyola University’s Center for
Urban Research and Learning, of-
fers a glimpse at a community of
people who can easily become
chronically homeless because of
the scarce resources available to
them.

“There is a great divide between
the homeless world and the world
of aging,” said Nancy Radner, chief
executive officer of the alliance.
“There are a lot of things going on 

‘It’s a tragedy to lose where you are at. You know you are not going to have
a place to stay. You don’t know where your next meal will come from.’

—John Stovall, who has a new place to live at age 69

Tribune photo by José M. Osorio

After years of sleeping on the streets, John Stovall, 69, moved into senior housing. Stovall said he had been a
working father who helped raise five children, but he lost his job and eventually became homeless at age 61.

Number of homeless over
age 50 rising, study finds
Increase spurs agencies
to look at new strategies
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By Todd Lighty
and Laurie Cohen
TRIBUNE REPORTERS

A longtime city contractor and
boyhood friend of Mayor Richard
Daley was the winning bidder for
industrial property owned by the
developers of Bridgeport Village,
a luxury housing development
that fell out of favor with City
Hall and ended up in bankruptcy
court.

Businessman Michael Tadin is
paying $4.5 million for the prop-
erty at Hillock Avenue and Lock
Street near Bubbly Creek in
Bridgeport, the Daley family’s
power base. MMT Investments
Inc., a company controlled by Ta-
din and his son, Michael Jr., beat
out two others for the property
during bidding last week at a
public auction.

Tadin said Wednesday that
plans are to hold onto the proper-
ty, formerly used by a bakery, for
two years before developing it for
homes. “Who knows what the
real estate market is going to do,”
he said. “Eventually, it has to
turn around. We will have to see
at some point if it will be residen-
tial. It’s a nice piece of property.”

Tadin said he has a passive role
in the company, adding this and
other 11th Ward developments
were being led by his son. Tadin
said his son developed 11 row
homes on 33rd Street north of U.S.
Cellular Field and is planning a
project for 37th Place and Sanga-
mon Street.

The developers of Bridgeport
Village had plans to build more
homes at Hillock and Lock before
a split among partners. Bridge-
port Village filed for bankruptcy
protection in 2007 and has been
selling off industrial property it
owns to pay creditors.

One of the partners, Thomas 

Daley 
ally buys
Bubbly
Creek site
Contractor to build
homes on bankrupt
developer’s land
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Bob Fink (center) of Queenstown,

Md., and Dean Langworthy of Chi-

cago work on the interior of the

19th Century Viking ship replica

in Good Templar Park in Geneva.

The ship was built in Norway in

1892 and sailed to Chicago for the

1893 World’s Columbian Exposi-

tion, where it was displayed in

Jackson Park. PAGE 4

Tribune photo by Stacey Wescott

Viking ship on a trek toward restoration

By Tim De Chant
TRIBUNE REPORTER

As the emerald ash borer contin-
ues to invade the Chicago area,
some homeowners unwilling to
part with their favorite trees are
turning to chemical weaponry that
can fend off the insect attackers.

Preventive measures against the
beetle are getting a fresh look with
this month’s discovery that the in-
sect has reached Chicago. Several
insecticides are available that,
with varying success, kill the bee-
tles as they try to gnaw their way
into ash trees.

Treating the tree involves either
soaking its roots—the cheapest
method, but also the least effective,
research shows—or giving it annu-
al shots in the trunk.

The newest injected insecticide,
emamectin benzoate, marketed as
Tree-äge, is said to kill 98 percent
of the invading insects and was ap-
proved in April for use in Illinois. 

The injections, delivered by ar-
borists with caulk gunlike equip-
ment, force the liquid through
small holes drilled in the tree bark
just above the soil. The insecticide
then disperses throughout the tree
along with water and nutrients
that travel up the trunk and into
the branches, a process that can
take four weeks.

The chemical kills the larvae of
the ash borer or the adults by inter-
rupting the insects’ nervous sys-
tems after they feed on tree tissues.

When Laura Charboneau heard
about the ash borer threat two
years ago, she and her husband de-
cided to try to protect 12 beloved
ash trees on her Bensenville prop-

Some turn to chemicals
to save trees from borer
Insecticides offer varied
results for homeowners
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erty. An arborist injected the
trees with imicloprid, an old-
er chemical.

“To us it’s worth a couple
hundred dollars to do whatev-
er you can do to prevent cut-
ting down our beautiful
trees,” said Charboneau, add-
ing that she would readily
spend $1,000 for even more ef-
fective treatments.

The shade provided by the
couple’s trees may offset
some of that cost, Charbo-
neau said. The trees reduce
their summer cooling bill up
to 25 percent, by their calcula-
tion. 

“If you were to see my
house, it’s just shaded most of
the time,” she said. 

The chemicals sometimes
are applied to try to save an
infested ash, but officials say
homeowners should contact a
professional arborist before
deciding whether to treat or
remove the tree.

“You don’t want to get pan-
icked and take down a tree if
it’s just something that hap-
pens to be a green beetle,”
said Matt Smith, chief spokes-
man for Chicago’s Depart-

ment of Streets and Sanita-
tion.

State officials also warn
that they have the right to re-
move an infested tree
whether it has been treated
with insecticide or not. 

None of the available treat-
ments can rid ash trees of the
invasive insects completely,
said Phil Nixon, entomologist
at the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign.

Although injection treat-
ments may be a good option
for homeowners, most mu-
nicipalities will find it out-
side their price range to treat
dozens or hundreds of ash
trees, Nixon said. 

Still, Smith said the City of
Chicago intends to use inject-
able insecticides along with
tree removal to manage the
outbreak. 

The city also will set more
emerald ash borer detection
traps and conduct a 12-week
survey of ash trees on public
land, he said. 

“We will get a lot of ash
trees that will die out or have
to come down, but we will
have the chance to save
some,” Smith said.

tdechant@tribune.com
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perts warned that acceptance
of even minor lapses—for in-
stance, allowing even a mi-
nuscule change in the man-
dated spacing between
planes—could foster a dan-
gerously lax attitude toward
safety.

Even if the violations didn’t
directly impact the safety of
air travelers, the outside ex-
perts said, the alleged cover-
up still raises troubling ques-
tions about why FAA officials
didn’t accurately report the
incidents.

“You have to be concerned
that the culture in the FAA
appears to be conducive to
managers deliberately fail-
ing to report errors,’’ said
Daniel Petree, a professor and
dean of the college of business
at Embry-Riddle Aeronauti-
cal University in Daytona
Beach, Fla.

“We need to know what
would be the incentive to do
that.” 

An inspector general inves-
tigator who reviewed radar
tapes at the Elgin facility last
week told officials there that
he found at least three suspi-
cious incidents since 2006 in
which FAA supervisors
blamed controller errors on
pilots, said David Stock,
president of the National Air
Traffic Controllers Associa-
tion at the facility.

FAA officials declined to
answer questions about the
investigation.

The controllers union is
frequently at odds with FAA
supervisors but defended
management at the facility
over the latest allegations. 

One of the violations had
gone unnoticed and the other
two were extremely minor
and had no impact on safety,
Stock said. No controllers
had been implicated in the in-
vestigation thus far, he said.

Aircraft that should have
been spaced 3 miles apart

horizontally or 1,000 feet ver-
tically strayed slightly from
those prescribed separations,
but no danger ever existed,
Stock said.

Stock blamed the FAA hier-
archy in Washington, D.C.,
for allowing an institutional
lack of concern to permeate
the agency’s management
ranks.

“FAA management in
Washington has the technolo-
gy to know about every loss of
separation in every facility
across the country as soon as
it occurs,” Stock said. “To
blame local managers for
‘covering up’ losses of separa-
tion is the height of hypocrisy.

“I believe there are people
in Washington who ignore in-
cidents until they have their
face rubbed in it by the in-
spector general,” he said. “If
that’s not a coverup, I’m not
sure what is.”

The Elgin FAA facility han-
dles aircraft within a 40-mile
radius of O’Hare and up to
13,000 feet in altitude.

In 2007, the facility re-
ported 40 errors by control-
lers and another 20 by pilots,
according to the FAA. 

Late last year Congress
asked the inspector general to
broaden its probe after it was
determined that FAA man-
agers in Dallas-Ft. Worth rou-
tinely misclassified blame
when planes flew too closely
together. 

The FAA in April acknowl-
edged it had mishandled
whistle-blower reports that
air-traffic control managers
in Dallas-Ft. Worth system-
atically covered up errors to
boost the reported perform-
ance of the Texas radar facil-
ity. 

The FAA said managers
misattributed more than 60
air-traffic control errors to pi-
lots or dismissed them as
“non-events” between 2005
and 2007. None of the inci-
dents resulted in crashes.

jhilkevitch@tribune.com
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