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HARARE, Zimbabwe — More
than 300 frightened Zimbabweans
sought shelter at the U.S. Embassy
in Harare on Thursday, part of a
wave of people fleeing what opposi-
tion activists describe as continued
beatings, threats, house burnings
and killings by militias loyal to
President Robert Mugabe.

Activists reported that most of the
900 command bases set up by the rul-
ing ZANU-PF party to intimidate
the population into voting for Muga-
be in last week’s presidential runoff
are still operating. They said that
nine people have been killed since
Mugabe’s victory, taking the total
number of dead in election-related
violence to 95. 

They also alleged that people in
some areas were beaten for not vot-
ing; in others they were punished
for too many spoiled votes or too
many votes against Mugabe.

The president was re-elected on

June 27 with more than 85 percent of
the votes cast, a result that brought
international condemnation on Mu-
gabe. The African Union used a just-
concluded summit to urge Mugabe
to open negotiations for a govern-
ment of national unity with the op-
position Movement for Democratic
Change, whose candidate, Morgan
Tsvangirai, pulled out of the presi-
dential runoff because of brutality
against his supporters.

The United States, meanwhile,
presented a draft resolution at the
UN Security Council calling for new
sanctions against Mugabe and his
top aides. It also would demand talks
on a coalition government for Zim-
babwe.

Mugabe, however, has dismissed
calls for a unity government. And
Tsvangirai has ruled out negotia-
tions until violence against MDC ac-
tivists stops and the ruling party’s
command bases are disbanded. 

“They are targeting the leaders of
the MDC,” said Huggins Kashiri, 30,
an opposition member in Manica-
land, a rural area where some of the
worst campaign violence occurred.
Kashiri said war veterans and sol-
diers had set up illegal roadblocks to

search cars and hunt down MDC ac-
tivists, while burning more than 250
houses in the area.

“Since the election there have
been many people beaten,” he said.
“Killings are still happening.” In ad-
dition to Manicaland, violence is
said to be continuing in Masvingo
and Mashonaland, which were also
among the most violent regions dur-
ing the campaign. Timikia Dziva, an
MDC activist in Masvingo district,
said displaced people had been told
they would be “dealt with” if they
went home to their houses.

“They’re just threatening them
that if they go home they will beat
them or kill them,” Dziva said.

An opposition spokesman said 500
people had sought safety in party of-
fices in eastern Zimbabwe. And in
Harare, U.S. Ambassador James Mc-
Gee told The Associated Press that
American officials were working
with aid agencies to find accommo-
dation for the roughly 300 people
who had left MDC offices and
begged for admission to the em-
bassy for safety.

One woman went into labor on the
sidewalk outside the U.S. mission.

An MDC activist from Masvingo

who asked not to be named for fear of
reprisal said the number of dead in
his region could be higher because
the ruling party’s command bases
deep in the countryside render
these areas inaccessible for the op-
position. He said 90 people had fled

their homes in the Masvingo area.
“The militias are continuing from

where they left off,” he said.
“They’re saying MDC supporters
must be removed.” 
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No letup in Zimbabwe reprisals 
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More than 300 Zimbabweans gather Thursday outside the U.S. Embassy in
Harare, seeking protection from government-sponsored attacks. 

Activists: 9 are killed
since Mugabe victory 

By Lolita C. Baldor
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The Pentagon
has extended the tour of 2,200 Ma-
rines in Afghanistan, after insisting
for months the unit would come
home on time.

The 24th Marine Expeditionary
Unit, which is doing combat op-
erations in the volatile south, will
stay an extra 30 days and come home
in early November rather than Octo-
ber, Marine Col. David Lapan con-
firmed Thursday.

Military leaders as recently as
Wednesday stressed the need for ad-
ditional troops in Afghanistan.
Adm. Mike Mullen, chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, has often
praised the
work of the Ma-
rine unit in
fighting Taliban
militants in Hel-
mand province.

Defense Sec-
retary Robert
Gates repeat-
edly said he did
not intend to ex-
tend or replace
the U.S. Marines
in Afghanistan,
calling their de-
ployment there
a one-time effort
to help tamp
down the in-
creasing vio-
lence in the
south.

Asked about
the possibility
of an extension
in early May,
Gates said he
would “be loath
to do that.” He
added that “no
one has sug-
gested even the
possibility of extending that rota-
tion.”

Lapan said Thursday that com-
manders in Afghanistan asked that
the Marines stay longer.

Pentagon press secretary Geoff
Morrell said the longer tour does not
open the door to an extension be-
yond the 30 days, nor to the possibil-
ity of replacing them with other U.S.
troops when the Marine unit comes
out in November.

Morrell added that commanders
in Afghanistan “asked for 30 more
days to milk the fighting season to
the bitter end and cement the gains
they have made in the south.”

The Pentagon announced in Janu-
ary that the Marine Expeditionary
Unit, based at Camp Lejeune, N.C.,
was being ordered to Afghanistan,
largely because efforts to press
other NATO nations to increase
their troop levels had failed.

At the same time, about 1,000
members of the 2nd Battalion, 7th
Marine Regiment, based at Twenty-
nine Palms, Calif., were ordered to
deploy. That unit has been used to
train Afghan security forces.

Both units are expected to return
home about the same time.

Marines
to remain
longer in
Afghanistan
Move affects 2,200, aims
to cement gains in south

By Tim De Chant
TRIBUNE REPORTER

The execution-style killing last
year of a gorilla family in Congo
may portend future conflicts as hu-
mans encroach on resource-rich
national parks in developing coun-
tries, according to authors of a new
study.

The report published Friday in
the journal Science surveyed strips
of land surrounding protected ar-
eas and found that people are mov-
ing closer to such parks to take ad-
vantage of the economic develop-
ment that often stems from conser-
vation initiatives.

Yet those settlers also threaten
the protected areas by unlawfully
cutting down trees, growing crops
and hunting endangered animals
within park boundaries.

The influx of capital from conser-
vation groups and from tourism
spawns roads, schools and hospi-
tals near the protected areas, in-
creasing farming profits and pump-
ing up standards of living but chal-
lenging the integrity of the parks.
Reserves also provide another re-
source in short supply for many of
the world’s poor—land.

In areas such as Sub-Saharan Af-
rica, “Parks are some of the last un-
cultivated wilderness areas where
you’re not on someone else’s land,”
said Justin Brashares, assistant
professor of environmental sci-
ence, policy and management at the

University of California, Berkeley,
and one of the study’s two lead au-
thors.

Organized-crime rings some-
times follow the money and popula-
tion growth. In the case of the
Congo gorilla killings, local author-
ities arrested the park director who
allegedly was linked to an illegal
operation that cut down trees in the
park and reduced them to charcoal,
a prime cooking fuel in the region.
Killing the gorillas, which are vital
to tourism in the park, was meant
as a signal for rangers to stop crack-
ing down on the charcoal trade, in-
vestigators believe.

The study in Science collected
United Nations population data
from 45 African and Latin Ameri-
can countries on people living with-
in 6.2 miles of rural protected areas.
The survey found that populations
grew faster than average near 245
out of 306 parks studied, highlight-
ing the worldwide extent of the
trend.

“This underlines the need for
limits to sprawl and roads in and
around parks,” said Michael Soule,
professor emeritus in environmen-
tal studies at the University of Cali-
fornia, Santa Cruz. “It is widely
known that ‘gateway communities’
are becoming nooses that could
strangle many national parks.”

Not all experts agree that conser-
vation funding and tourism are
driving the observed population
growth. Many parks in developing

nations are on unproductive land
away from economic centers, noted
John Robinson, executive vice
president of conservation and sci-
ence at the Wildlife Conservation
Society. In some cases population
growth may happen because poor
residents “kind of get pushed into
these park areas,” Robinson said.

A major challenge for conserva-
tion groups is to balance encour-
agement of economic development
near parks with protection of the
parks themselves, experts said.

Barring local residents from en-
tering the parks would be impracti-

cal and counterproductive, because
the parks need local support to
thrive, said study co-author George
Wittemyer, a researcher in environ-
mental science, policy and manage-
ment at Berkeley.

Many conservation groups en-
courage development around parks
as both a necessity and a neigh-
borly gesture. If a park plan fails to
compensate locals for the loss of
land and resources, “you’re going
to have a backlash,” Wittemyer
said.

tdechant@tribune.com
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Four rare mountain gorillas are tied to makeshift stretchers in Virunga National Park, Congo, last July after they were found dead by park rangers. All
four were shot dead, in what some saw as a message to authorities by members of an illegal operation that felled trees in the park to make charcoal.

Wild refuges pay price for protection
Study: National parks in developing nations
attracting the human encroachment, conflict
they were meant to be shielded from
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About half of the world’s 700 remaining mountain gorillas live in Congo,
where they face slaughter in the country’s wild—and lawless—regions.
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