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M
y contribution to the week-
end party honoring former
White Sox minor league

pitcher Irving Boim was to assem-
ble written tributes to him in a
book. 

It was as gratifying an assign-
ment as I have had in a long time—
cutting, pasting and formatting
fond reminiscences and glowing
compliments, words that were long
overdue but not, thankfully, tardy.

Boim was an ace right-hander for
Chicago’s Marshall High School in
the mid-1930s and, after a stint in
the Navy during World War II,
spent about seven years knocking
around the minor leagues for the
Sox, the Pirates and the Reds.

Where he became a legend, how-
ever, was in the gym and on the
playground as a physical-education
teacher. He started as a substitute
in the city schools, moved to a staff
job at the old St. Mary School in Ev-
anston and ended up in my home-
town of Ann Arbor, Mich., where he
taught in public grade schools for
27 years before retiring in 1990.

In some respects “Mr. Boim,” as I

will always know him, was a classic
alpha-male gym teacher—tall,
sturdy, loud. But in other respects
he defied the stereotype. 

Boim took girls seriously as ath-
letes long before Title IX tried to
erase gender discrimination in
school sports, as several former fe-
male students remembered. And he
inconspicuously shielded awkward
and overweight kids so they were
never the goats at the end of games. 

My strongest memory is of the
generosity he showed to kids who
didn’t have fathers in their homes.
Divorce was less common then—
we’re talking 40 years ago—and we
children seldom spoke, much less
thought, of what it might mean to

be one of the few students in school
not to have a dad around. 

Boim always made sure to in-
clude such kids (just boys, actually;
he wasn’t that far ahead of his time)
when he organized and paid for im-
promptu field trips to see the Tigers

play in downtown Detroit. And he
made sure to remind the rest of us,
quietly, why this was a good thing. 

He was a role model, as many con-
tributors to the tribute book noted. 

Teacher way ahead
of curve in gym, field

Photo courtesy of the Boim family

Grade-school students mob gym teacher Irving Boim in the late 1980s.

Eric Zorn
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By Jason Meisner 
and Steve Schmadeke
TRIBUNE REPORTERS

Mark Parham spent Sunday cele-
brating his 53rd birthday with his
beloved aunt, Dorothy Brown Tay-
lor. “She wasn’t like an aunt, she
was like another mother,” Parham
said Monday. 

It was the last time he would see
his aunt alive. About lunchtime
Monday, Parham said, he got a
phone call saying that “something
had happened” at her South Shore
neighborhood home and he needed
to get over there right away.

Taylor, 71, was found dead about
12:30 p.m. Monday in the basement
of her apartment building in the
7200 block of South Coles Avenue.
Her mixed-breed poodle, Frisky, lay
dead nearby. 

Authorities said there were signs
of forced entry to the building, and
the case was believed to be a homi-
cide, although Chicago police were
awaiting the results of an autopsy
scheduled for Tuesday. 

Family members at the scene
Monday evening said police told
them Taylor had been beaten to
death. 

She was last seen as she left to
walk Frisky, which she often liked to
do in the late-morning, her family
said. After she didn’t return, a
friend went looking and discovered
her body in the rear basement.

Another of Taylor’s nephews,
Rodney Parham, 47, said his aunt
was a sweet-natured matriarch of an
extended family who had no ene-
mies.

“She loved every minute of her
life,” he said. “She lived every day to
the fullest.”

Taylor had lived in a second-floor 

Tribune photo by Alex Garcia

Police investigate the death of
Dorothy Brown Taylor, 71, in the
South Shore neighborhood.

Woman,
71, found
dead at
her home
Police suspect she was
slain, but await autopsy
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By Jon Hilkevitch
and Julie Johnsson
TRIBUNE REPORTERS

A few additional flights each
hour are expected to trickle into
O’Hare International Airport later
this year as a result of the federal
government’s announcement Mon-
day that it will end limits on land-
ings.

Yet, to the likely dismay of weary
air travelers, the decision is un-
likely to lead to less crowded planes
or fewer flight delays, despite the
opening of a new runway in Novem-
ber that Chicago contends will
boost the airport’s capacity.

“We don’t see a need for the caps
at this point,” Bobby Sturgell, the
top official at the Federal Aviation
Administration, said at O’Hare.

Standing alongside Mayor Rich-
ard Daley, Sturgell credited Chi-
cago’s $15 billion O’Hare expansion
project.

But the flight caps are no longer
necessary, or even relevant, be-
cause the airline business is in the
midst of an unprecedented down-
turn spurred by record fuel prices
and a weak economy.

In better times, other airlines
would have moved quickly to take
advantage of the opening created by
the FAA’s maneuver as well as deep
capacity cuts by American Airlines
and United Airlines, the two carri-

ers that dominate service at the air-
port. 

But some observers are skeptical
that the FAA’s latest strategy for
O’Hare will provide consumers
with a lot of new flying options.

For starters, the expansion op-
portunities may be limited for car-
riers like JetBlue Airways, which
gained a toehold at O’Hare last year
and offers eight daily flights.

“We’ll monitor industry capacity
to see if there are new flight or route
options for us, but any growth will 

O’Hare to lose flight caps
But FAA’s removal of limits, as planned,
likely won’t affect crowded planes or delays
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By Emily S. Achenbaum, 
Susan Kuczka
and Courtney Flynn
TRIBUNE REPORTERS

Anyone standing along the Chain
O’ Lakes waterway Monday could
see summer passing by—or at least,
the building blocks of a summer
afternoon: picnic tables, patio
chairs and coolers that had been
swept off marinas, boats and back-
yards by surging weekend floods
and were being carried down-
stream.What an onlooker would
not see on the typically bustling
waterway were boats. 

Officials banned all watercraft

from the swollen Chain starting
Sunday night through at least this
week, citing the dangers of fast cur-
rents and floating debris. The
Chain was at 7 feet Monday, 2 feet
above flood level, and may still rise. 

“Anything you can imagine be-
ing in folks’ homes, in their yards,
is now floating down the system,”
said C. Kent McKenzie, coordinator
of the Lake County Emergency
Management Agency. 

State officials said the last time
boaters were barred from the entire
waterway was in May and June
2004.

One atypically large piece of de-
bris may complicate things this
time. On Monday, Ingrid Ruttendjie
of the Fox Waterway Agency said a
3-acre cattail bog had broken free
and was now blocking the channel
from Lake Marie to Grass Lake.

“It’s huge. You can’t even see
across it,” Ruttendjie said. Officials
at the agency said they were trying
to chop it into smaller pieces so
they could remove it.

As panicked residents worked
Monday to stack sandbags around
their homes, business owners
along the Chain said they fear the
flooding will bring long-term eco-
nomic problems to the region,
which was already hurting because
of the poor economy and dismal 

Tribune photo by Stacey Wescott

Bogs such as the one pictured here have caused trouble in the Chain O’ Lakes. A 3-acre cattail bog is blocking access from Lake Marie to Grass Lake.

Businesses’ concerns are overflowing
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Area where one man drowned 
when boat capsized

Channel from Grass Lake to Lake 
Marie blocked by 3-acre cattail bog
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Navy instructor saves two of three
men in boating accident. PAGE 4
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On Chain, owners say
flooding may ruin them

By Jeremy Manier
and John Keilman
TRIBUNE REPORTERS

Like Tiger Woods, who won the
U.S. Open on Monday while battling
pain from knee surgery, Pam
Fritzsche is not about to let some
discomfort keep her from the game
she loves.

Fritzsche, a marathon runner,
said she plays golf through soreness
that affects her left knee, both el-
bows, her right toe and the left wrist
she broke in a fall last winter.

“He at some point just said, ‘Screw
the pain,’ ” Fritzsche, 55, said as she
worked on her short golf game in
Des Plaines on Monday afternoon.
“With his mental powers, he can just
block it out.”

The drama of the U.S. Open had
fans across the country glued to TVs
on Monday, but golfers who have
struggled with injuries watched
Woods’ show of guts with particular 

Golfers feel
the pain of
Woods’ win
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A delight. An inspiration. 
You probably have similarly be-

loved teachers or mentors in your
life. So why am I telling you about
one of mine?

Because as I proofread the book
and then listened in an auditorium
in Ann Arbor as a procession of for-
mer students stood to add their sto-
ries and offer words of praise and
thanks, it struck me how very much
like a memorial service it was.

The sentiment. The outpouring of
affection. The laughter and even the
tears. How many times have you sat
through such a service and thought,
“Why did we wait to express our
love? Think of the pleasure and vali-
dation these words would have given
in life.”

But Irving Boim, still very much
alive at 86, got to hear them all from
a front-row seat. 

Some of the guys from my old gang
who keep up with him better than I
do learned from his wife earlier this
year that he was depressed. So they
hatched a plan for an appreciation
ceremony that ultimately included
two advance columns in the Ann Ar-
bor News and proclamations from
the mayor and governor. 

Boim told me later that he had
found the event “mind-boggling. I
thought I’d done all right as a teach-
er,” he said. “But not that good.”

Now, at last, before it’s too late, he
knows better.

And if you have a Mr. Boim in your
life, so, now, do you.

Leave comments and see photos from
the event at chicagotribune.com/
zorn

» ZORN
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Gone are the days when rotund
competitors such as Craig Stadler,
known affectionately as “The Wal-
rus,” could dominate.

“It’s well known on the tour that
[Woods] has taken conditioning
and workouts to a different level,”
said Dr. Jason Koh, an orthopedic
surgeon at Northwestern Memori-
al Hospital who has served as an on-
call physician for the Western
Open. 

Sometimes players change their
swings to compensate for an injury,
which leads to still more problems.
That was a concern for Dr. Charles
Bush-Joseph, head team physician
for the Chicago White Sox and a rec-
reational golfer who had to relearn

his swing after having ligament
surgery in both knees.

“What happens is that guys re-
ally have to lighten up their swing,”
Bush-Joseph said. “They do every-
thing they can to avoid torque going
through the knee, so they’ll alter
their swing. That’s where you get
the secondary injuries.”

Physical preparation is one of the
best ways to prevent golf injuries,
experts said. John Christiansen, a
therapist with Advanced Rehabili-
tation Clinics in Westmont and
Lisle, said he often works on exer-
cises and stretches that ensure his
patients have enough hip flexibility
to execute an efficient swing.

But many golfers said their big-
gest priority is just feeling good
enough to have fun playing the
game.

That’s the goal for Jim Fay, 75,
who watched the Open while wait-
ing to play nine holes at Arlington
Lakes Golf Club. The retired school
superintendent from Arlington
Heights had both of his knees re-
placed after decades of trouble
stemming from childhood basket-
ball injuries.

But as he observed Woods’ vi-
cious, whirlwind drives on a club-
house TV, Fay worried that the
young star could pay a price some-
day for his play.

“The way he swings so hard, I
hope he doesn’t injure himself per-
manently,” said Fay. “I think he
couldn’t play nearly as well if he
had to have replacements.”

Tribune reporter Timothy DeChant
contributed to this report.

jmanier@tribune.com
jkeilman@tribune.com

interest. For them, Woods’ triumph
over his sore left knee offered a rare
moment of identification with the
top athlete in the game.

Golf is about the furthest thing
imaginable from a dangerous con-
tact sport, yet even for amateurs,
the pastime can exacerbate old in-
juries or exact a physical toll. 

Moreover, many aficionados
prize the game because it allows
them to keep playing into old age,
creating a legion of golfers who sol-
dier on despite achy knees and
backs.

An amateur golfer who has en-
dured three knee surgeries, Rick
Nichols of Western Springs fol-
lowed the U.S. Open with a mixture
of admiration and déjà vu.

Nichols, 55, had his latest golf-re-
lated knee operation in January;
Woods underwent a similar pro-
cedure to clean out damaged carti-
lage in April. Like Woods, Nichols
has struggled with the sport’s grad-
ual wear and tear, caused by dec-
ades of repetitive swings and torso
twists.

“For me it’s like the ultimate
test,” said Nichols, an insurance
company employee who plays up to
75 times a year. “I’m amazed that
[Woods] didn’t play for weeks then
comes out and wins the U.S. Open.”

Golf’s physical demands are far
greater for pros than for the aver-
age weekend warrior, but all face
versions of the same ailments:
lower back pain, knee injuries, el-
bow fatigue and the occasional
sprain from tripping into a sand
trap or carrying a heavy club bag.

Many injuries that ordinary golf-

ers suffer can be solved with a more
efficient swing or exercises that
strengthen key muscles in the back,
legs or abdominal muscles. Phys-
ical therapists said sometimes the
answer is for golfers to work on piv-
oting with the hips or ankles rather
than the knees—which may not be
an option for as forceful a player as
Woods.

“He asks his body to do things
that even the average tour player
doesn’t do,” said Aaron Stoll, a
physical therapist at a Chicago
branch of the AthletiCo sports med-
icine clinic.

Many golfers said Woods has
changed the sport’s image, high-
lighting its physical demands.

»KNEES
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Jerry Oswald, 70, of Evanston takes swings at the Des Plaines Park Dis-
trict Golf Center. Oswald’s arthritic knee affects his game, he says. 

apartment in the building for about
10 years. She was well-known in the
neighborhood and active in Chris-
tian Tabernacle Church at 47th
Street and Prairie Avenue, where
she sang in the choir and served as
an usher, Rodney Parham said. 

Her son was just discharged from
the Air Force after 20 years of serv-
ice, Parham said. He was on his way
Monday to Chicago from Carbon-
dale, and her grandchildren, who
live in Germany, also were flying to
be with family members. 

Neighbors said that Taylor and
her dog were fixtures in the tree-
lined neighborhood, and that they
often stopped to play with children
as they walked. Alicia Samuel, 36,
who lives a couple of buildings down
from Taylor, said her three kids
loved to play with Frisky. 

“I don’t understand how that
could happen,” Samuel said, watch-
ing as a police forensic team gath-
ered evidence from the home. “This
breaks my heart.”

Another neighbor, Tony Richard-
son, 48, said he would often see Tay-
lor walking her dog in the morning.
He said news of her death made him
nervous to walk his own dog. 

“I’ll stay safe,” Richardson said.
“I’m going to be looking to move.”

jmeisner@tribune.com
sschmadeke@tribune.com
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Mark Parham’s aunt, Dorothy
Brown Taylor, 71, was found dead at
her apartment building.
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spring weather.
John Haley, who co-owns the

Port of Blarney Marina and Res-
taurant near Fox Lake in Lake
County, said flooding has brought
his business to a halt. 

“Everyone here on the Chain
makes their money between Me-
morial Day and Labor Day. The
rest of the year you’re breaking
even,” Haley said. “So when you
shut it down, it’s pretty tough. You
don’t recover—that’s money lost.” 

The marina also owns a bar out
on a small island nearby that cus-
tomers can reach only by boat.
Monday, the island bar was sub-
merged in 2 feet of water, and the
parking lot at the mainland mari-
na was empty.

“This is like biblical stuff.
What’s coming next? Frogs? And
then crickets?” said Haley, also re-
calling the swarm of cicadas that
descended on the area last summer
for the first time in 17 years. 

Many businesses on the Chain
had to close down for three weeks
during flooding last August. Illi-
nois’ largest group of natural
lakes, the Chain starts just south of
the Wisconsin line and flows
through Lake and McHenry Coun-
ties. 

A favorite spot for boaters, fish-
erman and tourists, the Chain is
fed by the Fox River, which has
been 5 feet above normal levels
since being hit with water moving
out of flood-ravaged Wisconsin. 

Even businesses untouched by
flooding reported low numbers of
customers, residents said. 

“People see Antioch on the 10
o’clock news, and they’re worried
the streets aren’t passable, and
that’s not true,” said Barbara
Porch, executive director of the
Antioch Chamber of Commerce.
Officials say the portion of the Fox

River has already hit its highest
point, 15 feet, on Sunday—well
above the 10-foot maximum water
levels before flooding. The river is
forecast to stay above 14 feet
through Saturday. Officials said
the waters already damaged more
than 200 homes and businesses in
Fox Lake and Antioch, and in
Grant, Cuba and Antioch Town-
ships. 

Sandbagging remained in full
gear Monday. About two dozen vol-
unteers answered the call to help
fill more sandbags in Fox Lake,
where supplies were running low.

A massive sandbagging effort
had so far paid off for Terry Upton,
who was waiting for the water to
recede so he could resume selling
boats at his Sequoit Harbor Mari-
na off Illinois Highway 173 in Anti-
och.

About 2,400 sandbags had kept
the water away, so far, but the cus-
tomers were staying away too. 

“You can’t sell boats because you
can’t test them,” he said.

But what has been bad for almost
every other water-dependent busi-
ness in the area has been good to a
few devout fishermen. 

Down the road from Sequoit
Harbor is Sorenson’s Bait Shop, a
tiny wood-frame store where al-
gae-filled water lapped at the front
door. There, customer Bill Koz-
lowski, 69, of Chicago said he
couldn’t believe his good fortune.

“[The flooding is] good for me be-
cause the walleye come up close,”
Kozlowski said. “I’m loving it.
There’s no pleasure boater, nobody
is kicking up the waves. There are
no water skiers. It’s a good time for
us fishermen.”

Tribune reporter Deborah Horan
contributed to this report.

eachenbaum@tribune.com
skuczka@tribune.com
cflynn@tribune.com

Tribune photo by Stacey Wescott

The Chain O’ Lakes flooding has washed out many yards. More yards may be threatened, as water levels may continue to rise. 
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By Carolyn Starks
TRIBUNE REPORTER

As onlookers screamed for help,
one man drowned and two others
were rescued Monday when a
small rental boat capsized in the
swift currents of the flooded Fox
River near McHenry. 

Gregory Garner was fishing
about 9:45 a.m. when he saw three
men in a rowboat that was tipping
over near the Stratton Lock and
Dam. Amid cries from onlookers,
Garner, an instructor at the Great
Lakes Naval Training Academy,
said he jumped in a boat.The men
had been trying to reach a tiny is-
land in the river known by anglers
for prime fishing. But the boat was
swept away from the island by the
current and was carried through
the dam’s spillway. One of the men
grabbed a steel girder and hung
there until Garner could paddle
over and rescue him, Garner and
other witnesses said.

“All three [men] were pulled out
of the water by onlookers,” said
Marcelyn Love, spokeswoman for
the Illinois Department of Natural
Resources.

Two men wearing life preserv-
ers were thrown into the water
when the boat capsized. They tried
to swim to shallow water where
they could grab ahold of large
branches and trees, said witness
Linda Weidner.

“We were yelling at them, ‘Grab
a tree! Grab a branch!’ ” she said.
“All of a sudden there was just a
life jacket without any arms in it.”

The body of that man was pulled
to shore near the dam after his life

jacket “somehow slipped off of him
and he ended up underwater,” said
Lt. Jennifer Bazan of the McHenry
Township Fire Protection District. 

The drowning victim was identi-
fied as J.C. Trotter, 76, of Chicago,
according to the McHenry County
coroner’s office.

Because of toppled trees and
fast-moving currents, the state
DNR closed the Fox River on Mon-
day from McHenry north to the
mouth of Pistakee Lake. The lower
river in Algonquin remains closed
as of last week due to similar navi-
gational hazards. 

The Fox River is expected to
crest Wednesday in the McHenry
County area. 

cstarks@tribune.com

Boater, 76, drowns in 
Fox River; 2 are rescued
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Gregory Garner and other onlook-
ers helped rescue two men whose
boat had capsized in the Fox River.

By George Houde
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

A former Schaumburg High
School student accused of stashing a
stolen gun in her car because she
planned to kill two students was sen-
tenced Monday to 30 days in Cook
County Jail after pleading guilty to a
weapons charge.

Ashley M. Ross, 17, of the 1000
block of Webster Lane in Schaum-
burg, also was placed on probation
for two years and ordered to under-
go a mental health evaluation.

She pleaded guilty to a misde-
meanor unlawful use of a weapon
charge at a hearing before Judge
Thomas Fecarotta Jr. in the Rolling
Meadows branch of Cook County
Circuit Court. 

Fecarotta ordered Ross to observe
a curfew from 8 p.m. to 7 a.m. and
prohibited her from having contact
with the two students whom she
threatened.

Felony charges were dropped in
exchange for her plea, said Mike An-
dre, an assistant state’s attorney. A
tearful Ross was led from the court-
room by sheriff’s deputies to begin
serving the jail portion of her sen-
tence. She had been out on bail since
her arrest in January. 

Teen sentenced
on gun charge
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